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The Research Triangle Park (RTP) Area has seen tremendous growth and change in the past few decades. 
As this growth occurs, there are some foundational aspects of the community that remain consistent - the 
need for (not listed in any specific order) housing, schools, transportation, recreation areas, parks, 
greenways, entertainment, sport facilities, medical facilities, trees, water, air, and the like.  These entities 
are important for creating a balanced quality of life that includes both work and play. This balanced quality 
of life is what draws people to the RTP area and is what is expected by the knowledge workers who are 
the backbone of our economy and are probably the primary users of the Raleigh-Durham Airport (RDU).  
 
Two of the RTP’s entities that contribute immensely to our good quality of life are the Raleigh-Durham 
(RDU) Airport and the William B. Umstead State Park (Umstead State Park).  These entities are very easily 
accessible as they are centrally located in the RTP. They are neighbors and share 6.2 miles of border.  
Umstead State Park was established prior to RDU.  Federal and State agencies purchased the land that 
now is known as Umstead State Park in 1934 for the purpose of developing a recreation area; some of 
which the Scouts already owned and used.  The RDU Airport Authority (RDUAA) was not established until 
1939; land purchases started in 1941 and the RDU airport did not open until May of 1943 with runways 
built for the WWII war effort.  
 
While on the surface, it may seem that RDU and Umstead State Park are incompatible neighbors, if one 
looks further into the physical locations, they could actually be great neighbors, each elevating the other.  
There are so many opportunities to create a unique entity not seen in any other part of our region or our 
country, an entity that combines air travel and forested recreation.  This relationship, however, is at the 
mercy of the decisions of the Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority (RDUAA) as the RDUAA currently 
“manages” (i.e., they do not outright own) two controversial tracts of forested land.  These two tracts are 
very remote to the airport terminals, far removed from the actual operations of the airport, and far 
removed from the entire flow of the airport (i.e., take-off and landing paths).  These two tracts are 
intimately nestled adjacent to William B. Umstead State Park and are physically connected to Umstead 
State Park via Foxcroft Lake and many creeks which span the borders of these properties.  These two 
tracts of land are referred to as Odd Fellows (totaling 105 acres) and 286 (totaling approximately 500 
acres) and are deeded to the 4 public owners of the airport – Wake County, Durham County, Durham City, 
and Raleigh.  Of importance to know is that Odd Fellows and 286 East (the 150 acres East of Haley’s Branch 
Creek) have been on the North Carolina State Park’s critical acquisition list for decades.   
 
As this area has grown, these two tracts have become an intimate partner to the very highly used and 
easily accessible Old Reedy Creek Recreation Corridor.  The two tracts of land are tightly sandwiched in 
between the two main ends of the Old Reedy Creek Recreation Corridor - Umstead State Park and Wake 
County’s Lake Crabtree County Park (LCCP).  Umstead State Park and LCCP are connected via Old Reedy 
Creek Road.  Old Reedy Creek Road is part of the East Coast Greenway, another NC State Park.  In this 
area, used by thousands, Old Reedy Creek Road is a greenway, more than a road.  It is gravel and 
essentially dead ends into Umstead State Park as it is gated off at the Park border and becomes a 
dedicated Multi-Use Path (MUP) for pedestrians and cyclists.  Cars only drive on Old Reedy Creek Road 
for the sole purposes of parking to use the easily accessible Recreation Area. In fact, so many cars were 
parking on this dead-end gravel road, that the Town of Cary spent several million dollars creating a parking 
lot (with restrooms and picnic tables) next to the Lake Crabtree dam.  This parking lot is named as the Old 
Reedy Creek Road Trailhead (2139 Old Reedy Creek Road).  Odd Fellows is on one side of the Old Reedy 
Creek Road greenway and 286 is on the other side.  This easily accessible area is clearly more a part of the 
recreation system than a part of the airport. 
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With the growth of the Triangle area, it is expected that RDU would need to grow and expand.  Currently, 
RDUAA is exercising “management” control of these two controversial tracts of land and pursuing a path 
of their choosing without asking for input from their municipal owners and ignoring general public input.  
RDUAA has leased Odd Fellows to Wake Stone Corporation, LLC (Wake Stone) and Wake Stone plans to 
create an open mine pit on this tract, resulting in deforestation of pretty much the entire tract for a 400-
foot-deep quarry pit.  RDUAA also plans to deforest much of 286 and create parking lots.   
 
Is this a good path to follow?  Does this path benefit RDU at the expense of Umstead State Park?  In order 
to make a good decision, one needs to know, understand, and evaluate all of the pieces of information.  
Much like a jigsaw puzzle, one missing piece may not prevent you from acknowledging the general picture, 
but it is still an incomplete picture.  Several missing pieces will distort the true picture.  To honestly and 
best answer RDUAA’s land use plans, we need a clear picture – a puzzle with all of its pieces – as the 
distorted picture will lead to bad decisions and bad outcomes that will negatively impact generations to 
come. 
 
There are many pieces to RDUAA’s land use puzzle.  Some are known and being considered.  However, 
there are several pieces that are missing and not being honestly evaluated.  Some (but not all) of these 
puzzle pieces include:  

1) Why does RDUAA manage the Odd Fellows tract and the 286 tract in the first place and why does 
RDUAA continue to manage these tracts?   

2) Do the physical locations of Odd Fellows and 286 East fit better with operations of the William B. 
Umstead State Park or RDU Airport? 

3) How do RDUAA’s plans for the Odd Fellows tract fit in with RDUAA’s Sustainability Plan (SMP) or 
their RDU Forest Management Plan (FMP)? How does Wake Stone’s open mine pit and massive 
bridge over Crabtree Creek just upstream of Umstead State Park fit into RDUAA’s SMP?  

4) For financing RDU operations, are there alternatives to destroying land that is on the NC State 
Parks critical acquisition list and part of a long-established and highly used Recreation Corridor?  

5) What are the potential short-term and long-term liabilities to RDUAA and the public resulting 
from Wake Stone’s open mine pit on the Odd Fellows tract? Wake Stone Corporation’s liability 
ends shortly after quarrying operations end but the liability for RDU and the public will never end.  

6) What about the Sunset Clause on the current Triangle Quarry?  If Wake Stone had not convinced 
a new DEQ-Mining staff and Interim DEQ Division Director to un-do this long-established clause 
in the Triangle Quarry Permit by changing the word “sooner” to “later”, could they even consider 
an open mine pit on Odd Fellows?  

7) Does Runway 14-32, the WWII era runway that is only used in only one direction for landings and 
take-offs create income for RDU? Should this runway be eliminated so that funds directed at this 
runway could be directed to the main runways? 

8) What about the reasoning RDUAA used to justify proposing to fence off the remote lands they 
manage? 

To fully and properly assess RDUAA’s and Wake Stone’s plans to put an open mine pit on the Odd Fellows 
tract and to put parking lots on 286, one must consider all of the above pieces of the puzzle.  
 
Below are my thoughts on these questions.   
 
 
  



 

Putting the puzzle pieces together 
RDU, RDUAA, Wake Stone, Sunset Clause, Umstead  

January 17, 2022 
 

 

Page 3 of 15 

Why does RDUAA manage the Odd Fellows tract and the 286 tract in the first place and why does 
RDUAA continue to manage these tracts?  
 
An obvious question to ask is why in the first place is RDUAA managing these two tracts of land that are 
remote to the airport runways and terminals, not under any flight paths, and reported to the FAA as 
unneeded for airport operations (e.g., they are essentially surplus land).  I spent a good number of days 
last Summer in the NC State Archives reviewing documents from the 1950’s through the 80’s and 90’s 
investigating this question.   
 
At one time, the RDU airport only had one main runway, 5R-23L.  This is the current runway that is closest 
to Umstead State Park and runs parallel to the border of Umstead State Park.  As expected, as the RTP 
area grew, by the 1960’s and 70’s, another runway was needed.  In the 1960’s and 1970’s, the RDUAA 
proposed several concepts for an additional runway.   
 
The first runway concept favored by RDUAA in the 1960’s was to build a second runway to the East of and 
parallel to 5R-23L (aka, Plan A).  This runway would have taken approximately 1000 acres of Umstead 
State Park.  In my read of the historical documents, RDUAA claimed that they must be able to build this 
runway in order to be successful.  They claimed that they could not create a runway on the other side of 
the then terminal (where the current 5L-23R is located) as it was too impractical given the topography of 
the land.  RDUAA claimed that the airport was more important than Umstead State Park because the 
airport was an economic driver of the area, similar claims the current RDUAA members are still making. 
This plan was approved by the FAA, but ultimately abandoned due to huge public outcry.  
 
The next “favored” concept for a second runway was a runway that would be perpendicular to 5R-23L 
(aka Plan B).  This runway would be in the proximity of I-40 and run parallel to I-40.  Planes would be flying 
over buildings in the RTP that housed sensitive science/research equipment and over downtown Raleigh. 
Planes would also be flying over Umstead State Park, which is considered a “taking” of Park lands. Under 
this Plan, the Odd Fellows tract was to be end of runway buffer, left in its natural state.  As with Plan A, 
the FAA approved Plan B, but Plan B was ultimately abandoned due to huge public outcry.   
 
For those not familiar with the history of the Odd Fellows tract – this land was purchased in 1958 by the 
Independent Order of the Odd Fellows (IOOF), a benevolent group.  The IOOF invested monies into 
improvements on this land and created an outdoor recreation area for scouting groups.  Activities 
included camping, hiking, swimming (in Foxcroft Lake), and general enjoyment of the outdoors.  The IOOF 
encouraged public use of this land. In the process of evaluating the perpendicular runway plan (Plan B), 
Environmental Impacts Statements (EIS) were drafted.  In one draft EIS, it was said that Odd Fellows tract 
would not be deforested or harmed by airport expansion.  This is because the intent for the Odd Fellows 
tract was as buffer at the end of the runway.  This set the tone for the expectation of the owners of the 
Odd Fellows tract that the land would remain in its natural state.  The IOOF did not want to give up the 
land, but were forced to sell in 1976. As a condition of the “sale”, the IOOF and the scouts were told that 
the scouts could continue to use this land in perpetuity as it would stay in its natural state given it was to 
be used for end of runway buffer.  The Boy Scouts continued to camp on this land until recently, about 
2019, when the RDUAA made them stop as they had set in motion a path to destroy the forested nature 
of the land, contradicting the protective history and promises for this tract.   
 
Ultimately (and correctly), it was decided that creating a new runway on the far side of the terminal would 
be the best option and the current 5L-23R was built.  Runway 5L-23R is now the primary runway (and 
longer than 5R-23L) and this option has led to a successful airport.   
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Prior to either the Plan A or Plan B runway concepts being fully vetted and prior to a firm path as to where 
the new runway would be built, the RDUAA set in motion plans to “obtain” the many private tracts of land 
adjacent to Umstead State Park that make up 286 and Odd Fellows. Even after the favored Plan A and 
Plan B runway ideas were abandoned, RDUAA continued their pursuit of lands adjacent to Umstead State 
Park. It was not truly known if these lands would be needed, but RDUAA pursued them anyway.  Why?  
Why would the RDUAA keep pressing for land that is so far removed from the airport terminals and flight 
paths, especially when the airport is expanding in the total opposite direction?  
 
The RDUAA members at that time knew that these lands were on the NC State Parks critical acquisition 
list given their intimate location next to Umstead State Park.  Interestingly, the RDUAA meeting minutes 
reveal the RDUAA budgeted FAA reimbursement for Odd Fellows and 286 land purchases. In my read of 
the historical documents, RDUAA wanted to have a bargaining chip for future negotiations with the NC 
State Park system.  The NC State Park system wanted the land but at the time did not have the public 
funds to acquire the land.  In several documents that referenced appraisals of the land, the RDUAA 
indicates that they want to avoid condemning the land as they thought that would mean they could not 
use it to negotiate future land exchanges with Umstead State Park.  The RDUAA thought the State Park 
system could not accept condemned land.  It is my understanding that the law does not prohibit a State 
Park from accepting condemned land, but my read of the historical documents indicates that this is what 
the RDUAA of that time thought.  To me, obtaining the land in this manner for future negotiations seems 
scheming and insensitive to the existence and purpose of the William B. Umstead State Park.  The RDUAA, 
although a public board, is a board made up of powerful private sector people from the mining and 
development industries that have more insight and financial means to affect future development than 
the NC State Park system.  Was the RDUAA using their knowledge and power to affect or take advantage 
of our public state park system?   
 
RDU is owned by the public.  RDUAA has obligations and responsibility to the community for their land 
use decisions and should not make decisions in a vacuum assuming that anything they think is good for 
the airport is thus good for the community.  The greater Raleigh-Durham region already has world-class 
attributes, including our parks and greenways, and these must not be impaired by inconsiderate actions.  
 
 
Does the physical location of Odd Fellows fit better with the operations of The William B. Umstead State 
Park or RDU Airport? 
 
See the description of these lands in the first section of this document.  These lands are clearly in the 
realm of Umstead State Park.   
 
 
How do RDUAA’s plans for the Odd Fellows tract fit in with RDUAA’s Sustainability Plan (SMP) or their 
RDU Forest Management Plan (FMP)? How does Wake Stone’s open mine pit and massive bridge over 
Crabtree Creek just upstream of Umstead State Park fit into RDUAA’s SMP?  
 
OK, so the reason that RDUAA even manages “286” and Odd Fellows is in question.  Now, let’s look into 
how these two tracts of land fit into the airport’s current goals.  RDUAA claims to be “…the first public 
entity in the Research Triangle region to deploy emission-free electric busses…” and that “Terminal 1 is a 
certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) building…”  On the heels of this, RDUAA 
now claims to be “...taking the next step to enhance sustainable practices by developing RDU’s first 
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Sustainability Management Plan (SMP).”  RDUAA’s SMP indicates the airport will “…grow responsibly, with 
respect for our natural resources…” and that they will incorporate “environmental stewardship into 
project planning.”   
 
One of my first questions is why did it take RDUAA so long to start to develop a SMP?  The practice of 
developing SMPs started decades ago.  The 1987 Brundtland Report, indicates “Sustainable development 
is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.”  Per the 2005 World Summit on Social Development, there are 3 
Pillars of Sustainability: Environmental protection, Social sustainability, and Economic sustainability.  
Sustainability implies a responsible approach that minimizes the negative environmental impact, while 
trying to maintain balance between all 3 pillars.  Does RDUAA’s SMP is really attempt to accomplish these 
globally defined goals, or is it a smoke screen for something else?  
 
Another question that came to my mind was what exactly does the RDUAA mean by “grow responsibly, 
with respect to natural resources” and “environmental stewardship”? To me, these suggest that they 
would be cognizant of how their actions affect the health and wellbeing of their neighbor, Umstead State 
Park and the community that legally owns the airport (Raleigh, Durham, Wake County, and Durham 
County).  Unfortunately, the actions of the RDUAA with regards to Odd Fellows and 286 suggest otherwise.  
 
So, what are RDUAA’s plans for Odd Fellows and 286, lands that are on the NC State Parks critical 
acquisition list and lands that are sandwiched between two parts of a highly used Recreation Corridor 
(and lands far removed from the main airport campus)?  Well, RDUAA plans to pretty much clear cut both 
tracts of land.  An open mine pit is planned for Odd Fellows with only 25’ buffer along Old Reedy Creek 
Road (greenway) and along the border of Umstead State Park.  As part of this plan, a 60’ wide bridge is 
proposed to be built over Crabtree Creek, just upstream of Umstead State Park.  Parking lots are planned 
for most of 286.  How does clear cutting and destroying land on the NC State Parks critical acquisition list 
help the airport to “grow responsibly, with respect for our natural resources”?  How is this clear cutting 
and destruction of irreplaceable forested areas a part of “environmental stewardship” or “sustainability”?  
Carbon footprint is a key sustainability indicator. How can RDU destroy an existing forest carbon sink 
under the guise of sustainability? What about the fact that the aviation industry is grossly carbon negative 
in its footprint (e.g., it creates a carbon footprint)?  The land uses proposed by RDUAA on these particular 
tracts of land do not fit in with the goals of RDUAA’s SMP.   
 
Also, in one of the public meetings, RDUAA spoke to environmental tourism.  How does harming Umstead 
State Park help with environmental tourism?   
 
The land uses proposed by RDUAA are like keeping one’s immediate house and yard in good condition 
and dumping your trash in the neighbor’s yard.  While there is an appearance of benevolence and 
environmental stewardship, it is a farce.  The airport’s neighbors and the public that owns the airport, do 
NOT deserve the airport’s trash.  The public has clearly spoken out in opposition to the proposed open 
mine pit on the Odd Fellows tract and with the destruction of 286 East.  
 
In contradiction to RDUAA’s SMP, the 2018 RDU Forest Management Plan states “While the Airport 
Authority has no control over Umstead Park lands, it does have authority over all RDU property and the 
incentive is to manage all of the RDU property in the best interests of the airport.”  Basically, the RDU 
Forest Management Plan is stating that RDUAA will NOT consider impacts to Umstead State Park or to the 
public owners of the Park or Airport.  The path of self-centeredness as set forth in the RDU Forest 
Management Plan seems to be overriding the path suggested by the SMP.  
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For financing RDU operations, are there alternatives to destroying land that is on the NC State Parks 
critical acquisition list and part of a long-established and highly used Recreation Corridor?  
 
So, why does RDUAA want to facilitate an open mine pit on Odd Fellows, land on the State Park’s critical 
acquisition list?  Why do they want to clear cut most of 286, including some land on the State Park’s critical 
acquisition list, for parking spaces?  Money, but not much of it!  Are there other options?  Definitely, yes!  
That being the RDU Forest Concept which would create a business village and parking along National 
Guard Drive and keep 286 East and Odd Fellows (the lands on the NC State Parks critical acquisition list) 
as forested recreation.  Links to the RDU Forest concept maps can be found here: 
https://umsteadcoalition.org/RDU_Forest.  These maps were created in 2017 and they are just initial 
concept maps.  Accusations have been made that these maps are set in stone.  That is not the case.  There 
is room for alterations.  But, the gist of this concept is that development happens mainly along National 
Guard Drive and that 286 East and Odd Fellows remain forested.  The dividing line between development 
and the forested recreation area is somewhere between Haley’s Branch (creek) and towards National 
Guard Drive. Of note, a 2017 Feasibility Analysis by the Development Finance Initiative (DFI), UNC School 
of Government commissioned by the Wake County Commissioners stated: “DFI conservatively estimates 
that a recreation-themed development concept could catalyze roughly $200 million in private investment. 
This $200 million could generate up to $2 million in tax revenue for Wake County. Retail space and some 
of the recreational facilities would also generate sales taxes. These revenue sources could finance public 
infrastructure improvements and maintenance related to the recreational district.” 
 
I have heard that Wake County is likely about to lease “286” for a bike park.  Using the term “286” is 
misleading, so please be aware of the details.  “286” is approximately 500 acres and is comprised of the 
land bordered by Old Reedy Creek Road, I-40, Umstead State Park, and National Guard Drive.  What Wake 
County is potentially going to lease is only a pittance of “286” in its whole and this is not a permanent 
lease.  The land to be leased is about 150 acres, about one third (1/3) of the full “286.”  Of importance to 
note here is that this area (of 150 acres) is similar in size to the nearby trail system at Wake County’s highly 
used Lake Crabtree County Park (LCCP).  One’s first reaction might be “great, more trails in the same area.” 
But wait, this is not the case!  RDUAA “manages” the land that makes up LCCP.  Wake County, a partial 
owner of this land, leases it back from the RDUAA.  Per RDUAA’s Vision 2040 Master Plan, LCCP will 
essentially be destroyed.  While the boat house and picnic areas may remain as they are in the flood plain, 
the hiking and biking trails that have been built over the past several decades will be turned into a business 
complex and hotel.  So, this new “bike park” is really just a swap for what is to be eliminated at LCCP and 
this swap is not permanent.   
 
I have heard excuses from the current RDUAA indicating that they have to follow their current path 
(creating an open mine pit on Odd Fellows tract and parking lots on 286) because that is what is in the 
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) that was approved by the FAA in about 2017.  Well, that is not true. The FAA did 
not approve the quarry; instead, the FAA determined that a quarry would not affect the safety or 
functioning of aeronautical operations.  If it were true that the RDUAA had to follow exactly the ALP, then 
they could not have changed the ALP in 1968 or 1977 when those proposed runways failed to meet local 
acceptance.  Currently, RDUAA is proposing additional gates in Terminal 1 (T1) beyond the commitments 
in the ALP.  So, RDUAA seems to imply they can make changes if they want, but not when they don’t? The 
land use portion of the ALP can and should be revisited, and when revisited, the process should involve 
the public and a consulting group that has the local area’s needs and preferences in mind in addition to 
the airport’s needs.  The land-use portion of the current ALP harms our precious quality of life by 

https://umsteadcoalition.org/RDU_Forest
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permanently harming a major, highly used, and easily accessible natural resource that is adjacent to the 
airport and was established prior to the airport.  The current land use portion of the ALP does not take 
into account the biggest neighbor to the airport, Umstead State Park, nor the fact that some of the land 
managed by the RDUAA is on the State Park’s critical acquisition list.   
 
Wake Stone Corporation, the private company that wants to create this open mine pit on Odd Fellows, 
stands to make at least $500 million in gross revenue by selling off this public land, truck load by truck 
load.  In a dramatic mismatch and depending upon what document you read, how you add things up (e.g., 
considering primary pit vs future reserve pit, etc.), or at what time point you are considering, the funds 
RDU will receive vary from about $8.5 to no more that about $24 million.  Ultimately, the full amount that 
RUD will receive will not be reached until 25 to 39 years from now, making the Net Present Value far less 
than these figures.  In the next 10-15 years, only minimal income is received by the airport.  The money 
received by the airport from destruction of land on the NC State Park’s critical acquisition list is a mere 
pittance of what this private company stands to gain.  It has already been shown that it will take about 15 
years for the RDUAA to make from this open mine pit deal the equivalent money to that of The 
Conservation Fund’s $6.46 million offer to purchase Odd Fellows.  Following the path of creating an open 
mine pit on Odd Fellows, at the end of quarry life, the public would be burdened with the financial liability 
of a 400-foot-deep pit.  Following the path of incorporating the Odd Fellows tract into the NC State Park 
system, the land will benefit the area for eternity, financially and socially.  
 
As for the ALP and the parking, while it is not the cheapest option, there is the option to create parking 
off of I-540 (as some of that land is slated for deforestation as part of “borrow site” plans) and there is the 
option of using the current minimally-used parking lots near the FedEx/UPS buildings in a different 
manner.   
 
 
What are the potential short-term and long-term liabilities to RDUAA and the public resulting from 
Wake Stone’s open mine pit on the Odd Fellows Tract? 
 
With an open mine pit on public land, there will be liability for eternity and that liability will be assumed 
by the public.  Per the lease contract between RDUAA and Wake Stone, Wake Stone gets to wash their 
hands of liability after a year or so of completing mining activities. Has the RDUAA considered the long-
term costs of the open mine pit once it is non-operational, including costs to maintain the fencing around 
the open pit and the costs to maintain or demolish the massive 60’ wide bridge over Crabtree Creek that 
just barely extends over the Neuse River buffer?  Where is this in the RDUAA budgeting proposals or in 
the SMP?  This is money that either the RDUAA or the public owners of the airport will be forced to come 
up with.  I have not seen any line items for such consideration.  
 
Even while a deep open mine pit is in operation, there are potential liability issues, e.g., sediment 
pollution falling and flowing into Crabtree Creek which would harm, among other things, the Threatened 
Neuse River waterdog; decreased flows in Crabtree Creek affecting Cary’s permits for its upstream water 
reclamation plan (e.g., sewage treatment plant); destabilized streambanks of Crabtree Creek resulting in 
catastrophic failure, and depressed ground water table levels.   
 
Also, with the proposed quarry and fence, the relationship of RDUAA with the local community has been 
harmed.  
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What about the Sunset Clause on the current Triangle Quarry? Could Wake Stone operate an open mine 
pit on Odd Fellows if the Sunset Clause was not undone?  
 
Wake Stone Corporation, LLC currently operates the Triangle Quarry pit, an open mine pit on private land 
that is adjacent to Umstead State Park.  Crabtree Creek separates the Triangle Quarry pit from the Odd 
Fellows tract.  Wake Stone has stated that the Odd Fellows tract can only be quarried if their current 
Triangle Quarry is allowed to remain open.  But the Triangle Pit was supposed to end by 2032! 
 
The Triangle Quarry pit started in the early 1980’s and was very controversial.  DEQ initially denied the 
Triangle Quarry permit on 22/Aug/1980 due to harmful effects to Umstead State Park.  Wake Stone 
appealed this decision.  A hearing ensued.  The Mining Commission recommended approval of the permit 
in the 3/Apr/1981 Final Decision document.  Negotiations between the Mining Commission and DEQ 
followed.  DEQ approved the Triangle Quarry permit on 13/May/1981.  Per the permit cover letter, the 
mining permit language was based on information supplied by Wake Stone, but “with conditions 
added….in order to provide maximum protection to William B. Umstead State Park.”  Thus, the final permit 
language is supposed to be different than the language recommended by the Mining Commission. The 
protections included a sunset provision which said that mining operations at the Triangle Quarry would 
stop “…at the end of 50 years from the date quarrying commences or 10 years after quarrying operations 
have ceased without having been resumed, whichever is sooner…”.  Thus, the Triangle Quarry Pit was to 
end by 2032.  This sunset provision stood through 8 subsequent permit renewals and modifications.  In 
2011, Wake Stone attempted to gut the 50-year sunset provision claiming it was a “typographical error” 
they just discovered.  DEQ staff at that time were familiar with the original permit and understood the 
sunset provision to be an essential component of the original permit and denied Wake Stone’s request.  
In March 2018.  Wake Stone appeals to a new interim DEQ Mining director who is naïve to the Triangle 
Quarry history. Based on selective, incomplete, and misleading information, he guts the sunset provision 
by changing one word, “sooner” to “later” and issues a new permit on 19/Mar/2018. Now, the Triangle 
Quarry Pit can exist FOREVER! 
 
An interesting observation: In October 2017 Wake Stone submitted their initial proposal to the RDUAA to 
mine the Odd Fellows Tract and their Mining Permit at that time contained the Sunset Clause.  Wake Stone 
knowingly proposed a 25- to 39-year land “lease” when they only had a mining permit with 13 years 
remaining.  Later that same month, RDUAA announced they rejected all proposals submitted (which was 
only Wake Stone and The Conservation Fund).  In March 2018, the Sunset Clause was eliminated from 
Wake Stone’s mining permit.  In March 2019, with only a 48-hour notice, RDUAA accepted a new proposal 
from Wake Stone to mine Odd Fellows, only now, the Sunset Clause had been undone by DEQ.  
 
DEQ Mining’s files lack documentation regarding the sunset provision.  However, a thorough review of 
both the 1980 hearing files and the State’s Archives uncovered information and documents that support 
the sunset clause.  The veracity of the sunset provision has also been firmly corroborated by people like 
the Honorable Rufus Edmiston, State Attorney General at the time of Wake Stone’s 1981 Triangle Quarry 
mining permit.  Given this evidence, the proper course of action is for the sunset clause to be reinstated.  
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Does Runway 14-32, the WWII era runway that is perpendicular to the current main runways create 
income for RDU?  How often is this runway used?  What limitations are there to this short runway?  
Should this runway be eliminated so that funds directed at this runway could be directed to the main 
runways? 
 
I have been closely following issues at RDU since about 2015.  In this time, I have not heard any discussions 
regarding the viability of Runway 14-32, the small WWI era runway that is perpendicular to the current 
main runways.  This runway is not used by commercial aircraft as it is too short.  Also, per the RDU website, 
the prevailing winds are such that Runways 5L-23R and 5R-23L are best to use 
(https://www.rdu.com/runway-operations/) for commercial planes.  
 
There is no taxiway for Runway 14-32, which limits it use.  Additionally, Runway 14-32 is limited in 
direction of use given the runway is perpendicular to the terminal and other two runways.  My 
understanding of the naming convention of a runway is that two numbers are used to represent one 
runway; one number represents one end of the runway and the other number represents the opposite 
end of the runway.  In the case of runway 14-32 at RDU, the “14” is the end of the runway closest to the 
terminals and the “32” is the opposite end of the same runway.  The runway end labeled as “32” is near 
the border of Umstead State Park.  From what I read, small planes only approach RDU via runway “32” 
(i.e., the fly over Umstead towards the terminals and land on the runway in the direction of #32 to #14 – 
going towards the terminal buildings) and they only take off from via runway #14 (i.e., they go in the 
direction of #14 to #32 away from the terminal buildings and fly over Umstead).  The small planes cannot 
reverse the take-off and landing directions as they would be flying over the terminals and through the 
commercial aircraft flight paths. 
 
With these factors in mind, is Runway 14-32 self-supporting or is it a drain on revenue from other sources?  
If Runway 14-32 is so limited in both size and direction and due to having no taxiway, why are we keeping 
this WWII era runway? Should small personal planes that use RDU Runway 14-32 use nearby and easily 
accessible executive airports (of which there are several)?  It seems it would be feasible to decommission 
Runway 14-32.  How much money would RDU save if they did not have to maintain Runway 14-32?  This 
money could be directed at the primary runways.  If Runway 14-32 is decommissioned, any remaining 
traffic (e.g., military planes) could use Runways 5R-23L or 5L-23R and might only have minimal impact on 
RDU operations.   
 
 
What about the reasoning RDUAA used to justify fencing off the remote lands they manage? 
 
At one point, RDUAA wanted to fence off the remote land (Odd Fellows and 286 tracts). This plan also 
included severing of the main Reedy Creek Multi-Use Path trail that was built on an historic road dating 
back to before 1800.  “The purpose of the security fence is to protect existing airport property, facilities, 
and streambanks by eliminating the widespread trespassing” which is “…causing significant 
environmental damage to the riparian buffers and streambanks...”   While I definitely do not condone the 
trespassing, the RDUAA knew when they took this land that this land was adjacent to Umstead State Park 
in such a prime location that the NC State Park System wanted to make it part of the Park.  It is a natural 
extension of the Park. It is NOT a natural extension of the airport.  The historical documents indicated 
intent of the RDUAA to trade this land with Umstead.  Is this why, from the mid-1970’s to about 2017, 
that nothing was said regarding trespassing?    
 

https://www.rdu.com/runway-operations/
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As for the environmental damage that hikers and bikes are doing, how does this compare to clear-cutting 
the land and creating an open mine pit and parking lots on State Park critical acquisition list land?  Is this 
a spite fence over the public outcry about destroying the Odd Fellows tract with an open mining pit?   
 
 
Conclusion: Put ALL of the puzzle pieces together to get an accurate picture!!  
 
To fully, accurately, and properly assess RDUAA’s and Wake Stone’s plans to put an open mine pit on the 
Odd Fellows tract and for RDUAA to put parking lots on most of 286, all decision makers (including RDUAA; 
Wake Stone; DEQ; local, state, and national politicians, etc.), must consider all of the above pieces of the 
puzzle.   
 
We all want a good, efficient, and easily accessible airport.  We all want a viable, healthy, and easily 
accessible State Park.  These are not separate goals.  We all need to work together to reach this one goal.  
“There is immense power when a group of people with similar interests gets together to work toward the 
same goals” (Idowu Koyenikan, Wealth for All: Living a Life of Success at the Edge of Your Ability). The 
RDU Airport and The William B. Umstead State Park can and should be compatible neighbors.  They can 
both, at the same time, be great entities that contribute to positive quality of life in the RTP.   
 
The public has clearly spoken out in opposition to RDUAA’s land use plans and to Wake Stone’s plans for 
an open mine pit on public land adjacent to Umstead State Park and a short, but massively wide, bridge 
over Crabtree Creek just upstream of Umstead State Park.   
 
I urge politicians and government officials to do the right thing now and protect Umstead State Park by 
considering all of the pieces of the puzzle.  A puzzle put together correctly creates something beautiful 
from the chaos of scattered pieces.  Let's solve the RDU and Umstead puzzle and create a symbiotic 
relationship between these two important RTP entities, a relationship that allows both to thrive, not a 
relationship in which one dies at the expense of the other.  
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The yellow line below represents the flow of commercial airline traffic at RDU.   Note how far the RDU 
airport facilities and flow are from the “No Quarry Here” label which represents the Odd Fellows Tract.  
As you can see, Odd Fellows (along with “286”) are adjacent to Umstead State Park and clearly in the 
realm and flow of Umstead State Park and the Old Reedy Creek recreation corridor.  
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The RDU Forest Concept calls for creating a business village and parking along National Guard Drive and 
keeping 286 East and Odd Fellows (the lands on the NC State Parks critical acquisition list) as forested 
recreation. These maps were created in 2017 and are just initial concept maps.  Accusations have been 
made that these maps are set in stone.  This is false.  These are just concepts to facilitate discussion.  
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The orange area below is “286,” a name coined by the general public, not politicians.  “286” is 
approximately 500 acres.  Wake Stone’s (and some Wake County Commissioners) proposal to create a 
“bike park” on 286 is misleading as they only mean a very small part of the true 286.  

 
 
  



 

Putting the puzzle pieces together 
RDU, RDUAA, Wake Stone, Sunset Clause, Umstead  

January 17, 2022 
 

 

Page 14 of 15 

The orange area below contains the trail system at Wake County’s Lake Crabtree County Park (LCCP).  This 
land is managed by RDUAA and is slated for development into an office complex and hotel per the RCUAA 
Vision 2040 Master Plan.  Thus, it will not exist in the near future.   

 
 
The orange area below is the area for the “new bike park” that Wake Stone and Wake County are 
proposing.  As you can see, it is near the current LCCP.  Please be reminded that LCCP will be destroyed 
by proposed RDUAA development.  So, the “new bike park” is really only a swap for what is to be lost.  
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The picture below is from an RDUAA presentation regarding the new runway.  The areas highlighted in 
blue are deemed to be “borrow” sites – areas to be deforested, the dirt removed and to be taken to 
where the new runway will be.  Ultimately, these areas are to be developed.  As you can see, this is 
pretty much deforesting all of the RDU and RDUAA managed property.  Thus, it is important to preserve 
the forested lands that are on the NC State Park’s critical acquisition list, i.e., Odd Fellows and 286 East.  
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